


What is Secondary Language Link?

▪ Robust assessments

▪ Tailored interventions

▪ Instant reports and analysis

▪ Information for parents

▪ Measured outcomes

▪ Help desk support



Why do we need it?
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Prevalence of SLCN



Impact of SLCN: Attainment

SLCN Students

All Students

% OF STUDENTS GAINING LEVEL 4 OR ABOVE IN ENGLISH AND MATHS
GCSE'S



Impact of SLCN: Wellbeing

“Estimates  of  the  proportion  of  children  
who have co-existing language difficulties and 
Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties (EBD) 
vary between approximately 40% to over 
90%.”
(Benner, Nelson and Epstein, 2002)

“Children with language difficulties at age five 
were four times more likely to have reading 
difficulties in adulthood, three times as likely to 
have mental health problems, and twice as 
likely to be unemployed when they reached 
adulthood.”
(Law, Charlton & Asmussen, 2017)



“47% of employers in England reported 
difficulty finding staff with an 
appropriate level of oral communication 
skills.”
UK Commission for Employment and 
Skills (2010)

“88% of long-term unemployed young 
men have been found to have SLCN.” 
(Elliot, 2011)

Impact of SLCN: Employment



“Three-quarters of young people in 
the UK youth offending system have 
below average communication skills, 
and just under a third have 
diagnosed speech, language, and 
communication needs (SLCN).” 

(Early Intervention Foundation, 
2017)

Impact of SLCN: Criminality



▪ Identify need - Standardised assessment for KS3 
students

▪ Inform intervention – planned groups for different  
language skills 

▪ Track progress – in built outcomes measures

▪ Support professional development - SLCN toolkit 

▪ Inform the strategic direction of the school – data 
analysis

Why use Secondary Language Link?



▪ Standardised - evaluates understanding of language in young people 
aged 11 to 14 years

▪ Online – video based interactive and audio supported

▪ Universal screen - in Year 7 and re-screen in Year 8 and 9

▪ Administered to groups - 12 students per adult

▪ Signpost recommendations – for support or intervention and for 
discussion with outside agencies

Assessment



▪ For all pupils in year 7 then to track students through years 8 and 9

▪ Looks at understanding of key areas of language

▪ Builds up profile for individual child and whole class

▪ Provides classroom support strategies and group interventions

Assessment



▪ Core Receptive Language 

▪ Understanding Social Language

Assessment



4 subtests:

• Following instructions
• Concept vocabulary
• Processing information
• Complex sentences

Assessment: Core Language



▪ Multiple 
meanings

▪ Sarcasm

▪ Narrative 
inferences

▪ Social 
inferences

Assessment: Understanding Social Language



Results

▪ Total Score – colour 
coded 
recommendations

▪ Subtest Scores –
including pass/not 
passed 



Total Score

Well below 
Average
0-to 6th

percentile 

Below 
Average
6  to 16th

percentile 

Low 
Average

16 to 25th

percentile 

Within 
Average 
Range 

Discuss with 
specialist services. 

Use classroom 
strategies and 

include in small 
group interventions.

Use classroom 
strategies and 

include in small 
group interventions.

Use classroom 
strategies and 

consider small group 
interventions.

No 
intervention 

required. 



Assessment Report



Interventions

Tier 1 / Universal

Tier 2 / Targeted

Tier 3 / Specialist

• SLCN Inclusion Toolkit
• Supporting best practice

• Small group interventions
• Talk Fitness



Online teaching training resource

Promoting inclusive teaching practice 

Equips staff with knowledge and skills to: 

▪ identify pupils at risk of SLCN
▪ understand the impact of SLCN on learning and life skills
▪ make learning accessible for pupils with SLCN

Tier 1 Interventions: SLCN Toolkit



Structure of Toolkit 

Part 1:
Developing 

Teacher 
Knowledge

Part 2: 
Developing 

Teacher 
Skills



Tier 1 Interventions: Classroom Strategies



Tier 1 Interventions: Classroom Resources



Interventions

Tier 1 / Universal

Tier 2 / Targeted

Tier 3 / Specialist

• SLCN Inclusion Toolkit
• Supporting best practice

• Small group interventions
• Talk Fitness



Aimed at pupils with results in Amber 
Range and Red Range.

Pupils in the Blue Range can also be 
included.

Maximum of eight pupils to a group

40-60 minute sessions

1

2 4

6

5

3
8

7

Tier 2 Interventions: Planned Groups



Year 
Group

Group Name Description

7 Aim High
Immersive experience

A transition group for new year 7 students on entrance to 
secondary school.

7 Cipher Mansion
Immersive experience

An immersive experience in which students take on the 
role of detectives to solve the mystery. Students use 
targeted language and communication skills to solve the 
crime. 

7 Talk Fitness – Level 1 A course to develop functional, cross-curricular speaking 
and listening skills – Part 1!

8 Ape Escape
Immersive experience

An animal rescue adventure, in which students will use 
targeted language and communication skills to save the 
day. 

8 Talk Fitness – Level 2 A course to develop functional, cross-curricular speaking 
and listening skills – Part 2!

9 Survive
Immersive experience

A survival adventure, calling on targeted language and 
communication skills, with a particular focus on language 
for assessment. 

Tier 2 Interventions: Planned Groups



Tier 2 Interventions: Groups



Tier 2 Interventions: Monitoring progress

▪ Skills Check

▪ Session Track Tasks 

▪ Communication Card 

▪ Communication Contract



Tier 2 Interventions: Communication Card

▪ Completed as part of each 
group session

▪ Identifies strengths and things 
that need more work

▪ Used to form the 
communication contract



▪ Used to encourage independence and generalisation of 
skills learnt within the group.

▪ Skills worked on in group

▪ Language strengths and weaknesses

▪ Strategies that help the student

▪ Signed by teacher as agreement they will use those 
strategies to help the student

Tier 2 Interventions: Communication Contract



Three Levels of reporting 

available:

▪ Pupil Reports

▪ Class Reports

▪ Year Reports

Data Analysis: Pupil Report



Data Analysis: Class Report



Data Analysis: Year Report



www.speechandlanguage.info/parents



Any questions?



Thanks for listening
Contact us

Speech & Language Link Help Desk: office2@speechlink.co.uk

Speech & Language Link Help Line: 0333 577 0784

https://speechandlanguage.support

https://speechandlanguage.info
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